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passed from death unto life, that he knows

God and that God dwelleth In him. The Scrip-
tures set forth the love of God and of his chil-
dren as® interchangeable evidences one of the
other, zo that he who loves God in fruth loves
his children; and he who loves the people of
God in truth loves God. A church of Christians
is known to be in the energy of its life when
love to one another is conspicuous. Eph.1: 153
and it is the object of earnest prayer that this
love should be on the increase, Phili 1: 95 1
Thess. 3: 12. Among nine fruits of the Spirit
which the Apostle Paul enumerates as- discern-
able in God’s peculiar people he gives love the
first place of them all. Gal. 5: 22. Moreover
it i3 evident that love is the oreatest gift to the
chureh, the richest of all the donations which
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wWhen Christ ascended up on high it is sald

that “he led a multitude of captives and gave
giffs for man ; and he gave some apostles, and
some prophets, and some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers. for the edifying of the
body of Christ;” and yet we are elsewhere
{aught that all these arc nothing at all without
1ove. ‘“Though 1 speak with the tongue of men
and of angels, and though I have all prophe-
cies and, understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge, and though I have faith so that I
could remove mountains, and have not love, I

am nothing.”’
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The riches of this world are fleeting ;
t hour the devouring fire may destroy
vour treasure, the floods may sweep 1t off, or as
Sne of old said, “it may take to itself wings and
fly away; or chould none of these things happen
it' might be said to you, as to theman who knew
sot where to bestow his so0ds, “This night shall
thy soul be required of thee.”
riches could not purchase for you a title to those
mansions which Jesus has gono to prepare for
those who love and serve him here. The honois
of this world are mingled with sorrows, Cares,
anxieties, and troubles of every
here gives no real lasting joy; it may p
a time, may flatter the vanity, and
pride, but there I8 nothing in it On which the
restless longings of man’s better naturé can

repose with satisfaction.
At any moment you may be laid upon a bed

of sickness, ¢ without ho
the world.” What comfort then will it give

you in that time of pain and anguish to know
that you are numbered with the honored ones of
earth? What rest will it give to your aching |
body, or what peace to your troubled mind to
feel that you have wealth and honor at your
command? And should you have to sleep In
the dust of the valley,what benefit would it be to
rnow in your last moments that you sought and
obtained the honors of this world—the honors

comes from God alone, and which you might
have had if you bad only been faithful. You |
may have fame; that may last while you sleep
in the silent tomb, but soon it too will be num-

bered with the things of the past.
All that this world can give is transitory, and

like the morning dew before the rising sun will
soon pass away. INotso with the things of the
world to come; its wealth, its honors, its fame,
are all eternal. For a moment behold the hea-
venly inheritance. There is the city, the me-
tropolis of God’s everlasting kingdom, its walls
are of jasper, its streets of gold, its gates of pearl,
and the Lord God and the Lamb are the light
thereof. And there the nations of the saved
can walk in and out forever. No sOrrow shall
ever mingle with their joy. No tear shall ever
dim their eyes. No troubles evermore shall mar
their peace. There through one eternal day they
shall enjoy that treasure that ‘“‘moth and rust
doth not corrupt, and where theives do not break
through nor steal.”” There Jesus himself will
crown "them with glory and honor, and the
v‘kingdom under the whole heaven shall be
oiven to the saints of the Most High,” for an
everlasting inheritance. Are these things to be
compared with the honors of earth ?

You have once enjoyed the sweet smiles of
vour heavenly Father, and rejoiced in hope of
the glory which is to be revealed when Jesus
comes. It was then the one great aim of your
life to do the will of God, and to daily strive to
brine others to a life of obedience to his holy
law. You “did run well.” Angels rejoiced over
you, and you could feel the sweet assurance that
you were Christ’s and Christ was yours. But
alag! all is now changed. No longer you feej
that sweet calm peace which flows alone from
resting in the arms of Omnipotence. No lon-
ger can you lift your heart in holy adoration
ﬁmd cry, Abba, Father. And why is all this? Is
it because God has changed ? because he does

heal their backsliding,

What conld ¥
yvitation &S this®
your backsliding, and love youjreely.
a forced love, not a mere pro

he offers ;
the boundless ocean.

Then all your g
arms of love and mercy,

fresh outpouring of his Holy Spirit.

seek your Father’s pardoning love.

kind. Honor | your load of guil
lease for | and start again 1

feed the!|wait.
is interested in your return. : _
rejoice over it; and Jesus stands rea y to receive _ | o > s T
you unto hir:tlself again. No matter who or EE&%OW will bo ours.—4. £ Dugger,

what *¢did hinder you,” let nothing keep you :

pe and without God in |from returning to your
Again you may rejoice in
reconciled God and Father, and look forward
with joy to a home in his everlasting kingdom.

F

1 will love them freely.”

oun desire more than such an in-
o Hero God promises to heal

fession of love that
loye that i3 as free and full as

To-day he 18 waiting to be
ou to his|S

it is a

racious. He is waiting to receive ¥
and bestow upon you &

treat you to return.and
Lay down
t and sin at the foot of the cross,

n the Christian race. No longer
ted time.” All heaven
Angels waib to

Dear reader, let me en

“Now is the accep

Qavior’s love and care.
the smiles of your

No longer wander from your God,

No longer stay away ;
Come, leave the paths of sin and death

Return to God to-day.

Return to God, he loves you still,
With all a Father’s love.

Return to him and rest you’ll find
Like Noah’s wandering dove.

«Return, my child,” God fondly cries,
‘1’11 freely all forgive.

Accept the offers of my grace, |
And on my promise live.

Return and seek the paths of peace: |

That once you loved s0 well,
And then go seek my wandering sheep,

And of my goodness tell.” |
Yes, God still loves you. Jesus still inter-
cedes in your behalf. No longer doubt your
Father’s love, nor slight his offered mercy. Ac-
cept the offers of his grace and live for him who
“oave his only begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”” Reader, think of your first
love, of the peace and real happiness you once
enjoyed, and then think that that happiness
may still be yours. May God help us each and

from believing in Jesus, is my prayer.
S. E. BRINKERHOQFF.

the dark night of
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will then reapp
to walk and tal
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immortality, and
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once slain on Calvary
away the sin of the wor
of kings and Lord of lords.
his glory and enjoy his presenc
put on the whole gospel
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Confidence in God,
OR HAPPY NANCY’S SECRET.

—————

ved in an old brown cottage a gol-
e, who tend-

spun for a living,
from village to vil-
Happy Nancy.d’ Bhe had
no family, no relatives, and was half
crooked. 'There was
here, in that home-

TaERE once 11

bring strength out of weakuess, had set his roya
seat.
(“Well, Nancy, singing again,’’ would the chance
visitor say, as he stopped at her door.

“Q, yes, I'm forever at 16"

T wish you would tell me your secret, INancy ;
you are all alone, you work hard, you have noth-
ing very pleasant surrounding you; what is the

reason you're so happy ?’’
«Perhaps it’s because I haven’t got anybody but

God,"” replied the zood ereature, looking up. ‘You
cee rich folks like you depend upon their families
and their houses ; they've got to be thinking of
their business, of their wives and children, and
then they're always mighty afraid of troubles
ahead. I have nothing to trouble myself about,
because I leave it all to the Lord. I think, well,
if he can keep this great world in such good order,
the sun rolling, day after day, and the stars shin-
ing, night after night, make my garden thing
grow the same, season after season, he certai %;
can take care of such a poor, simple thing as Iam;
and so you see, I leave itall to the Lord, and the
Lord takes careof me.”” KL 5 |
“Well, but Nancy, suppose

plants out, suppose’’—
“But I don’tsuppose; I never can su
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Eternal Life.

_ How grand, glorious and bright is the prom-
ige of eternal life written in God’s word! ‘‘This
is the promise that he hath promised us, even
eternal life.””—1 John 2: 26.

hath given to us, eternal life; and this life is in
his Son.” 1 John 5: 11. Hence eternal life is
deposited in the Son of God. 'We must come
to Christ or forever fail of life eternal. Now is
the time to secure the great boon. ...&ccording
to t_he teaching of the Apostle, those who seek
for g}ory, honor, and immortality, will get eter-
nal life (Rom. 2: 7), to be enjoyed in the woi'ld

to come., Luke 18: 30. Though decay is writ-]

ten on the brow of every son and daug
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the mere mention of the day on which certain
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~ Conscience on the Sabbath Question.

e e

IN urging the claims of the Sabbath we are g

sometimes told that our consciences are a suffi-
cient guide in the matter, and if our consciences
tell us to keep the First day of the week for the
Sabbath, that is enough, and argument isun

necessary. But thisis a very poor rule, for it
works in so many different ways, different peo-
ple’s consciences guiding them in different di-
rections ; for if conscience is a correct guide on
the Sabbath question it is on all others, and
would make right all the divisions of Christian
denominations and theories in the land, and all
effort to show another’s errors and guide him
into truth would be unnecessary. The con-
science of the pagan induces him to bow down
to stocks and stones, and the Catholic is con-
scientious in his worship of the Virgin Mary.
The Hindoo mother, who throws her offspring
into the River Ganges in the worship of her
heathen gods is jusf as conscientious as we are
in the worship of the Christian’s God. And yet,
ig all this right ? Is conscience a safe guide in
directing image worship as well as the worship
of the true God ? If so, then God is as well
pleased with confusion as with harmony, and
the work of the evangelist and the missionary
had as well cease,

But conscience is a creature of education, and
said to be a knowledge of rignt and wrong. We
may get a wrong education as well as a right
one, and we may be wrongly instructed as to

what is right, and hence conscience may lead

us astray. In order for our consciences to be a
correct guide we must have a correct education ;
and where will we go for the necessary instruc-
tion 2 What is it that is given us to be a *‘ lamp
unto our feet and a light unto our path ?’’ The
psalmist says: *“Thy word;” that is, God’s
word is given us for this guide instead of our
consciences being for that purpose. The Bible,
then, is given us to educate our consciences by,
that we may know right from wrong, on the
Sabbath question as well as on all others.

And what saith the Scriptures? Can we do
just as we like in this matter and yet please
God? Will itanswer the commandment just as
well? God hassaid: *‘For as the heavens are

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher’

edge of right and Wrong’.ﬂl}d 8 principlesr an
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1 )
“Rvery eye shall see him.
not personal he could not be seen. Every eye

could not discern a spiritual coming_. And how
would a spiritual advent be perc:ewed by the
world 2 for “the natural man,recel?eth not the
things of the Spirit of God: neither can !'IB
know them, because they are spiritually dis-

cerned.”—1 Cor. 2: 14.
| This idea of the coming of Christ being only

what is called a spiritual event, is antagonistic
to the scriptures, for they represent that not
only the spiritual, or the righteous, shall be
aware of his coming, but that all the world
shall know it too, ‘‘for every eye shall
see him.” But it will not be a joyous event to
all, for the same testimony says: ‘‘All kKindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him.” Those
who have made Jesus their refuge and have
their sins canceled by his atonement, will re-
ceive him with joy and rejoicing, and *“*be glad
in his salvation.” But to those who have neg- |
lected so great salvation and have joined in the

Christ’s Coming I;i_i_;_eral

*®

tinue as they were from the beginning of the
creation,” paying no heed to the warning giv-

issoon to take the place of earthly govern-

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and

than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” His ways and his word are the
highest authority, and he has said, ‘““The seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. . . ..
For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rest-
ed the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
thesabbath day and hallowed it.,”—Ex, 20:
10 X1,
Here is evidence to form our knowledge of
right on that question, Where do those whose
consciences tell them that it is right to keep the
First day get their authority? Have they a
¢ Thas saith the Lord” for it? Ah no, they are
casily satistied on that question, and many who
oppose the keeping of the seventh day claim no
divine authority for First-day observance at all ;
and those who would bring the Bible to the aid
of their consciences on First-day observance take]

ovents occurred as their only evidence in the
ease, none of the texts saying those days were
saered, or intimating that the Lord was chang-
ing his rest day, or desired to do so.
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. mansions. The trest that remaineth’” is not
¢o be received before the Lord comes
again. Not at the time of death, and the sepa-
ration of the soul and body,
mortal, going immediately to its reward, for
there is no such idea held out in the Scriptures
of truth. Death is called a sleep, to be broken
only by the voice of the great Life giver at the
morning of the resurrection. We once hear{.l a
minister say, at a child’s funeral, in offering
consolation to the bereaved parents, that her
hands were now helping to prepare those man-
sions in heaven for the abode of her parents
when Jesus would send the summons for them.
But Jesus is doing this work himself, and when
he comes again he will awake all the righteous
dead, who, with the living saints, will rise to
meet the Lord, to be forever with him, and all
will go to those glorious mansions together.

Wa “love the appearing of Jesus,”” and long
for the time when the rending heavens shall
bear him to earth to take us home.
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Where are You!?
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DeAR READER: While I am penning these
lines the thought occurs that the eyes of many
will see them. Those will read them whose
faces I never saw, and who are perfect strangers
to me ; but allow me to ask you one question :

Where areyouf Are youin Christ or outof

the soul being im-|

!

couragement to the brethren in this plac&._ 1
was obliged to leave on Wed{lesday {nornmg
in order to fill my appointment in I?arrlson and
Worth Counties, I left the meeting in the hands
of brethren William L.ong, Leard, and others 10
continue it as long as the interest might demand.

I arrived at Martinsyille on Friday, March
12th, and found all the brethren and sisters firm
in the cause, although the Methodists mf}de
oreat efforts to persuade them to cease observing
the Sabbath. Continued meetings until Sunday
night. March 18th and 19th held meetings in Bro.
Moore’s neighborhood. The members there are
all faithful. They hold a weekly prayer meet-

ing besides their regular Sabbath meetings.

March 20 preached one discourse at Denver. 21st
commenced a meeting on Bear Creek, in Worth
Co. 'The brethren there are all continuing
faithful, with one exception, Continued until
March 24th. One more came out on the side of
truth. Two were buried with our Lord in

| baptism.

March 26th arrived at this place, Denver, The
brethren here are earnestly engaged in the
cause, and are laboring with considerable zeal.
They have regular prayer and social meetings
every Sabbath evening, Sabbath school at ten
A. M., and Bible Class at twor. M. We attended
their Sabbath school and were well pleased with
it. I believe I counted five classes. Also attend-

ed their Bible Class.

Christ? Is he formed within you the hope of | another column.

glory ¢ Does his presence cheer you? Is his
love shed abroad in your heart, so that you find
pleasure in reading his testimonies, holding
communion with him in prayer, in the society
of Christians, and in persuading sfiiners to come
to Christ? If such be your situation you are

On Sunday morning as several gathered into
the house of Father Williams, the conversation
turned on the subject of tobacco; and after it was

1

See an account of this in | :
L own personality or personal existence.

one term to the other. But all this is useless,
for the point they can not prove any more than

they can prove the soul immortal.
Spirit, when spoken of in reference to man

' does not mean an immortal soul in the sense of

a personal entity. It has different meanings, and
is not peculiar to man alone, but is spoken of
in reference to other animate existence attached
to our world. |
Spirit, in the Bible, is used in four prominent
senses. First, to representan influence residing in
or proceeding from a being, hence we read of the
Holy Spirit, said to proceed from the Father.
Also in Gen. 1: 2 we read that the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters (not God
moved, but the Spirit of God). Now what docs
spirit mean in this connection ? Would you in-
fer that it meant a personal entity, separate from
God? Ifso, then you have a spirit God entity,
and we not only read of the Spirit of God, but
God is represented as having a soul some sixtecn
times. We give one example: See Isa.1: 14.
“Your new moons and your appointed feasts
my soul hateth.”” Now can and does God’s soul
exist separate from himself? If so, then you
have a soul God entity, which classified stands
thus: First a God, second a spirit God entity,
third a soul God entity; so you have three
Gods instead of one, but the Book declares that
there is but one God. 1 Cor.8: 6. When God
says, ‘“My soul,” he only means to express his
The
expression, *‘Spirit of God,”” Gen, 1: 2, signifies
an influence proceeding from God by which he
is omnipresent, exerting his power in all parts

somewhat discussed, there was a proposition | of the world, while his personality remains in

made to quit its use. The following named
persons entered into a solemn vow that they

adopted into the family of God, and have gmd*would hereafter use no tobacco in any form

reason to rejoice. Perhaps you do not know
just where you are? You walk in darkness
and have no light. You once indulged a hope
but now you do not. If this be your condition
return to your first love. Remember the prod-
igal’s kind reception on his return.

]

whatever: father and mother Williams, who
have used it for about 48 years; also Bro. Moore,
who has used it about 29 years; and brethren
Enoch and Amzy Williams, the former used it
about 19 years the latter but a short time.
as an additional ifem of interest I may state

Perhaps you feel that you have provoked the ¢ ¢ thev have requested me to have this pub-

displeasure of your heavenly Father until he
has cast you off and you can no more look him
in the face. God says: “Return unto me and 1

lished; and should any one commence its use
again his or her name is to be published in the
ADVOCATE as one who has violated his or her

will return unto you. You have forsaken him,{ jjaq0e. ThisI shall do if the pledge is violated.

it is not he that has forsaken you; and you are
called upon to return. You are required to act
in this matter, or you never will return. If you
wait until you fit yourself for Jesus’ presence
you will neyer come. Come now, just as you

- are.
“The only fitness he requireth
Is to feel your need of him.”

$tGlod is love,” and will not turn you off.
Dear reader, perhaps you are yet in the broad

road that leads to death, without God and with- |
out hope in the world. The pastis filled with |

errors and regrets, and the future is crowded
with darkness and fearful forebodings.
you are standing on the brink of eternal ruin,
liable by the least circumstance to be plunged
into the mighty abyss. How long will you re-
main in this dangerous condition. Christ offers
you salyation and life, with perfect safety. The
longer you neglect them the less inclined you
will be to accept them. Make up your mind
now and decide. Deecide for time and eternity.
M. N. KRAMER,

Then |
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Report of Labor in Missouri.

I think this a very good move, and it would be
well for others who are addicted to the filthy
habit to take pattern.

Commenced meetings on Sabbath night and
continued until’ Wednesday, April 1st. Three
more have embraced the truth and five were

baptized. A. C. Loxa,
Denver, Missouri.

i

~— e ———

*

Doectrine. No, 1.
“TaEN shall the dust return to the earth as it

was, and the spirit shall return unto God wh
gave it.” KEccl. 12: 7, .

This text is thought by many to prove that

the soul is immortal. But before it can be made
to sustain such a position two things must be
made plain, First, That $pirit and soul are
identical. Secound, That it can and does exist
separate from the body. This has not been done,

neither can be. Spirit and soul are separate |

things. 1. Thess. 5: 23, “Spirit and soul.” Also
Heb. 4: 12, “Soul and spirit.”” These two ex-
amples are sufticient and show at once that soul
and spirit do not mean the same thing. Why

And h

1

heaven. Man conveys power in a similar manner
in mesmeric operation, by means of which the
mesmerizer or operator ig enabled to control his
subject. Spirit is used to denote a being, but
never used to represent an intelligent being in-
side of a being, which would be the case if the

soul and spirit were immortal entities, dwelling
within man.,

God is said to be a Spirit. John 4: 24, We
read, ““God is a Spirit”’ ; yet he is a personal be-
Ing, as is evident from Heb. 1: 8. Paul, in
speaking of Christ, says, “ Who being the bright-
ness of his [God’s] glory, and the express image
of his [God’s] person’ ; yet the creeds say, God
Is “without body and parts.” If so,what is he ?
Is he a principle like attraction or electricity
diffused through matter? if so, then every man
Is his own God and Savior. Now, if God has nei-
ther parts nor passions, then he ¢an be nothing

| more nor less thau such a principle, and the

i

Spiritualists and Deists, and those of like char-
a.ct_er, are perfectly right in their denial of the
em?tence of an intelligent God. We have mueh
Scripture evidence in proof of the personality of
God, besides which, the very works of nature
demonstrates his personal existence.

Angels are called spirits. Heb. 1: 14, we read,
““Are they not all ministering spirits” ? but thes;
are personal beings, as is evident from their
h}sf,ory recorded in Gen. 19th chapter. They
visited Lot and stayed over night with him, -Hﬁ
made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread
anﬁd they did eat. The Sodomites saw them and
mistook them for men, hence they surely have
personal organizations the same as men and
WeIs ng relation to these little disembod; )
visible, uncompounded, immaterial .gm its

Cﬁ.thO“&E and PrOtmtaﬂt‘i tallk LS
then refer to this passage to prove the soul im-|{ Spirit is used to e aﬂsxlgmh aﬁ B ns
mortal? The same argument that will prove | mind or state of f rese disp - o
» Wo

. eeling. Numbers 14:
the soul an iminortal, separate entity, will-also | read, “My servant ga,fb' ;m;lfm he gim anoth-

SHORTLY after closing my last report we
commenced a series of meetings at Altovista,
March 5th, and continued till the 10th. The

| prove the spirit an immeortal, separate entity 4 | | ot
Lord blessed our labors; flve came out to keep |and thus give to every mo;-tal b od{;' gL lm:xifyi 1 je;' 3(1;;;1:: him will I br into the lmﬁd’ | ’ﬂ“ -
the commandments of God and the faith of Jes- | tal entities. With the orthodox soul means W et O W

vi,  This meeting was a source of great en-

spirit, and spirit meaus soul; so they play from | ness.
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111:: ::plut than he th 11: {nheth a th}' i TUT a
man to rule his spirit is simply for him to gov-
ern his own temper. We also read of a quiet
spirit, a meek spirit, a contrite spirit, a apirit of
faith, a spirit of love, a spirit of fear, and a spirit
of bondage ; but we no where read of an immor-
tal spirit any more than we read of an immor-
tal soal. |

In 1 Sum. 30: 11, 12 we read, *“And they found
an Egyptian in the field and brought him to
David, and gave him bread, and he did eat, and
they made him drink water. And they gave
him a piece of a cake of figs, and two clusters of
raisins ; and when he had eaten, his spirit came
again to him for he had eaten no bread nor
drank any water for three days and three
nights.” What does spirit mean in this connec-
tion? It is spoken of as being absent and re-
turning again. Does it mean an immotal soul?
Would an immortal soul leave the body because
it got dry, and then come back again because it
obtained something to eat and drink? Spirit in
this connection means courage or animation.

A. F. DUGGER.
(70 be conlinued.)
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The Denver Bible Class.

BEING permitted to take part in the Blble
Class last Sabbath, and being well pleased with
the manner in which it was conducted, I con-
cluded to give you a sketch of it. This society
was organized Jan. 3lst, 1874, and meets every
sSabbath at 2 o’clock, P. M. I here insert its
regulations,

LAWS, BY-LAWS;-AND REGULATIONS, OF A BODY
IL‘%’UW’N AS THE BIBLE STUDEN T’E ASSOCIA-
TION OF THE TOWN OF DENVER, MO,

Resolution, 1. The class is to be opened by
prayer and reading.

2. Each lesson will consist of lecturing upon
one book of the Bible, commencing with
Genesis.

3. The lecturer will be appointed each time
by the majority of the class, at the close of each
meeting, for one week or more.

4. The lecture shall not exceed thirty minutes
in time.

5. After each lecture any one of the class has
the privilege of asking any question that may
arise in the mind concerning the lesson.

6. Any one present may answer said questions
within the limits of ten minutes.

7. The lesson may be continued in next meet-
ing, when decided by vote of the class.

8. Only one shall occupy the floor at one time.

0. The meeting may be contirued or adjourn-
ed by vote of the majority.

10. No one shall speak unless rising to his feet.

11. No one shall be obliged to lecture without
his consent after appointment.

12. The chapter to be read by the lecturer
shall be within the limits of the lesson.

18. The chairman is to be elected for the term

of three months.
14, It is the duty of the chairman to preside

at all meetings. L
15. The admittance to the class is free to all.
16. The object of this Association is to geta|

general knowledge of the Beriptures.

17. The above resolutions may be altered or
amended by a majority of the class.

This class has examined all the books from
Genesis to the second book of Samuel. Last
Sabbath the first book of Samuel was under cons
sideration. The lecturer, Bro. David Williams,
treated his subject very ably, for about thirty |
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us so imperfect and wr estling still with our Cor

ruptions without any advancement. We wr_estlte
in our own strength too often, and so we are just-
ly, yea, necessarily foiled. It cannot be other-
wise till we make him our strength. This we
are still forgetting, and had need to be put in
mind of, and ought frequently to remind our-
selves. We would be doing it for ourselves and
insensibly fall into this folly, even aften such
smarting for it, if we be not watchful against 1t.
There i3 this wretched natural independence in
us that is so hard to beat out. All our projectings

and progress in holiness, till we are driven from

nothing but in him; and then shall we in

than conquerors through him who hath loved m
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The true rule in advising the young as tp
habit or indulgence or amusement, is not“’
harm is there init?”’ but “What good is t]
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speaking he saw the little fellow go out of sight
under the ice, ~

could see his brother, and, creeping to the edge, he
reached out his hand, but the ice was not stron
enough to hold him, and he fell in. Other boys
hearing their eries were soon on the spot. Harr}:
caught his little brother and held him up where | peace, and h
strong arms could reach him. “Save, oh! save my ; r
brother,”” he cried ;-then sank to rise no more,

Do you not believe Charlie thinks tenderly and
lovingly of this elder brother? Do you not think
hie will love to remember all he ever said to him
and will seek to do what would please him ? ,

your “Elder Brother,"
He died that you might live,
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ON Wednesday, April 1st, the church at Marion
assembled at its regular place of worship and list-
ened to a sermon from Bro. Nichols, after which
we repaired to Indian Creek, adjoining the city,
where two sons of Bro. Carver and Bro. M. N.
Kramer’s two daughters went forward in the ordi-
nance of baptism, and were immersed by him.
These voung brothers and sisters haye thus pro-
fossed faith in Christ, their death and burial to
sin, and have arisen to walk in newness of life.
They have found peace in believing in Jesus, and
have started in the Christian race for themselves,
trusting in the atonement of Christ for pardon
and salyation. Their parents rejoice to see them
make Christ their refuge and journey with them
to the Kingdom of Heaven. The church is
cheered that (zod’s work is onward, and that he
hides not his face from us, but is on the giving
hand, and grants us his blessing. In the evening
the Lord’s Supper was partaken of, in memorial
of the Savior’s broken body and spilt blood, and
the ordinance of feet-washing was obseryed, as our
Lord hath set his disciples an example that they
should do as he had done unto them.
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A MEETING of the Publishing Association was
held at Marion, March 22nd, called by the Pub-
lishing Committee, and attended by the members
living in the vicinity. After considering the
closing up business of the Association a dissolu-
tion of the Association was unanimously voted.
e ——

WE commend the action of several of the church
at Denver, Mo., on the use of tobaceo, as found in
the Report of Bro. Long. Also Bro. Geo. Nichols
of LaPorte City, who has done the same. Father
Nichols and Father and Mother Williams are ad-
vanced in years, yet God’s grace is sufficient to |
assist them to throw off the emslaving habit.
They have taken an advance step in the Christian
life, to free themselves from this habit and
hindrance to a better state of spiritual enjoyment.
Go and do thou likewise, you who are addicted
to its use. Do you receive any benefit from it? Is
1t not a useless habit? Isit not absorbing a portion
of your means which could be used to a better
purpose? Can you not be better Christians without

.
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| into more useful purposes

it? Ask yourselves these questions and give them
due consideration.
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Tri ELDER BROTHER.—*“O Charlie! be careful,
little brother; you are skating too near that hole,”
The words came too late. Charlie did not see
the hole, and before his brother had finished

With all speed Harry hastened to the spot ; he

The elder brother gave his life for the younger

And this is what Jesus has done for you,

answered, “No !’

He is | clear] that T sould cdit
He gave s B you. -ina'l?];i esist
“Greater love hath | We hel At and sough
no man than this, that a man lay down Bi 3W opeated ¢
for his friends.” l . ﬁiﬂ IifB ' * G

ble or from history ?

Denver, Mo.
The Relics of Romanism at Rome.

Rﬂm;_i: sadly declining ; aadly,

olf. but joyfully, a8 concernz;g

\ward progress of tr];llthtoaop-
! v is no longer abi®

reformation. The papacy is = s by >

press the poor B ts very metropolis.

in i
he masses as heretofore ’ i1
;’Ea following interesting item is from the Ch

tian Union:
e M in refutation
Gavazzi s giving lectures 10 R0, doed beard-

of the pope’s late enc clic%nly a few years ago his

i lion in his den. _
iﬁ*‘% vtxlr]::-eulil have paid the forfeit of such & venture.

One requires to live in this once strong hold of the

church to rea b mﬂnl;gﬁlrl:
o and o mightyhpapiggmtnm agd aforetime
ies and convents, those el "

. otism
instruments of its 'CeP than living tombs for

g oreatures. The kitchens belonging to the
nGl{E:?ﬂi; of the exconvents of the Carmina, at
Rome, consisting of fifty spacious apartments, are
undergoing transformation into sou% kitchens for
the poor and needy. His Majesty, Viector Eman-
uel, is contributing largely to their support. The
presence of four Jesuit priests in Florence not long
since necessitated a guard of soldiers to prevent
the citizens from doing them bodily harm. KEven
his holiness, in these his last days of action, seems
to be with his own hand striving to efface its vis-
ible strength and glory. He has sent forth an or-
der to have all the relics in the churches trans-
ported to the Vatican. This order implies not only
the relics, but also the silver and gold cases in
which they are contained. Some of the latter are
very precious, even from an artistic point of view.
The heads of the apostles St. Peter and St. Paul,
which were preserved on the high altar of St.
John, in the Lateran, were among the first of the
relics to be removed.
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SOME years ago, during the pastorate of Dr.
White, in Scottsville, Va., a young man presénted
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